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With technologies like AI, genome editing, and quantum computing 
advancing at an unprecedented pace, they are reshaping society 
profoundly. Yet, challenges such as climate change, health crises, and 
inequality are also on the rise, making the role of science and technology 
more crucial than ever for a sustainable future.
  In Japan, research output— particularly in terms of publications—has 
shown signs of stagnation since the early 2000s, sparking widespread 
debate about the country's research capability. While efforts are underway 
to address this, the true challenge lies not only in advancing technology or 
meeting numerical goals but in cultivating the "foundation" that matures 
long-term research capability. 
  The "foundation for maturing research capability" is a robust platform 
where diverse actors such as researchers, university administrators, 
funding agency experts, and policymakers can confidently take on 
challenges and generate new intellectual values. In cultivating this 
foundation, it is essential to foster a culture of "co-creation," where these 
diverse actors collaborate and support each other.
  Through such collective efforts, sustainable solutions to societal 
challenges can be developed, maturing Japan's research capability over 
the next 20 years. While we cannot fully foresee the future, it is already 
being shaped by the conversations and cooperation occurring now. This 
symposium will bring together diverse actors in dialogue to clarify 
pathways for building a foundation where future generations can 
confidently and autonomously engage in their respective roles.
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